“INTO THE WOODS” COMPANY

(in alphabetical order)

TOMMY ABUEL (Mysterious Man/ Cinderella’s Father)

Tommy Abuel is one of the country’s finest film, television and theatre actors.  His critically acclaimed career includes unforgettable roles for which he has won the following film awards: Famas Best Supporting Actor Award (Maynila. Sa Kuko Ng Liwanag), Catholic Mass Media Best Supporting Actor Award (Bukas May Pangarap), Metro Manila Film Festival Best Supporting Actor Award (Moses Padilla Story), Famas Best Supporting Actor Award (Karma).  He has also won the Aliw Award for Best Stage Actor for three consecutive years.  His memorable theatre roles have been in Antigone, The Glass Menagerie, Othello, The Chinese Wall, Mga Ibong Mandaragit, Anak Ng Araw, Kawawang Warat, Romeo At Julietta, Ang Tao, Andres Bonifacio, Anak Ng Bayan, Gregorio Aglipay, Aurelio Tolentino, Bombita, Butterflies Are Fre, Kanser (Noli Me Tangere), El Filibusterismo, Florante at Laura, Madilim Ang Gabi Sa Luot, among many others. He also played lead roles in the musicals – Carousel, The King And I, West Side Story, The Sound of Music and Pippin.  Other films include:Bakit Manipis ang Ulap?, Working Girls, God, Save Me, Bukas Luluhod ang mga Tala, Bituing Walang Ningning, Divorse, Pilipino Style, Palabra de Honor, May Lamok sa loob ng Kulambo, May Daga sa Labas ng Lungga, Hermano Puli, Sa Alabok Magbabalik, Imortal, Hanguin Mo ako sa Putik, Kriminal, Waway, Don’t Give Up on Us, Now & Forever, St. Francis of Assissi, Poveda, Spolarium, among many others.
JULIA ABUEVA (Little Red Riding Hood)


Child wonder Julia is no stranger to the stage.  At just 11 years old she has several theatre credits under her belt.  She recently starred in the Singapore and Manila productions of Children’s Letters To God, a musical (2007 and 2006).  She also played the role of young Jenny in both the Manila and Singapore productions of New Voice Company’s Aspects of Love (2006 and 2005).  Her first stage performance was as a child fairy in Peter Pan the Musical at the Esplanade, Singapore (2005).  As a singer, she has done many solo performances around Asia, most notably, singing the opening theme song at the 2005 South East Asian Games in Manila. Recently she was a guest performer at the Cultural Arts Center opening in Suzhou, China, and recently guested in “Music of the Night” – Monique Wilson’s solo concert in Colombi, Sri Lanka.  She was a member of the singing group “Jazz Kids” in Singapore from 2004 – 2005, and has also guested in the solo concerts of Monique Wilson, Lea Salonga, Martin Nievera and River Maya.  In Singapore, where she is based, Julia has guested in many shows, including for the Singapore Tourism Awards, CK Tang and Montblan 75th Anniversaries, Singapore Quality Awards, Yellow Ribbon National Campaign, HR World Congress, Firecrackers New Years Eve concert (Esplanade), Singapore Community Chest (Royal Plaza), National Arts Council Medallion Awards (The Istana), 18th ISO International Assembly, Pfizer Launch, 250 Years Anniversary of Vacheron Constantin, among many others. Her most notable solo performance in Singapore was for the Singapore Street Festival attended by Ministers of State.  In Manila she has guested in the following shows: “Paraiso” film Gawad Kalinga Premiere, Globe Telecoms Launch, On the Wings of Song (Meralco Theatre), 19th Anniversary of the Philippines President Investiture (UP), among many others.  Julia has also recorded a song for the United Nations Millenium Album, and is currently the voice of the animated character “Jo Jo” in an ednovation animated software project for the National University of Singapore.  She also recently recorded for Rain Tree Productions Animated Films in Singapore. She is also completing her first solo album in Singapore, which will be released around Asia.  This year she will also be the guest performer at the 13th Asean Summit in Singapore.
CATHY AZANZA (Cinderella)


Cathy is Philippine musical theatre’s new and rising leading lady. She has played many memorable lead roles in numerous theatre productions such  Gay Birds, Moose Murders,  I Love You You’re Perfect Now Change, Man of La Mancha, The Secret Garden, Cactus Flower, Jack and the Beanstalk, Kiss of the Spiderwoman, Mr. 80%, Proposals, Oliver, Funny Money, Annie and Miong (all for Repertory Philippines).  For other local theatre groups, Cathy has performed lead roles in Doubt, Beauty and the Beast, Baby, Urinetown, The Rocky Horror Show (for Atlantis); Once On This Island (for AAI); The Little Mermaid (for Trumpets); and The Romance of Magno Rubio (for Ma-Yi Theatre Company).  Cathy has had extensive voice training, and has taken an Advance Musical Theatre Performance workshop conducted by faculty members of the New York University- American Music and Dramatic Academy.  She has also done numerous films, TV hostings and commercials, as well as performed live in many corporate events and live shows.  She also regularly teaches acting workshops.  Into the Woods is Cathy’s first production with the New Voice Company.
RED CONCEPCION (Steward)


21 year old Red is already racking up quite an impressive theatre resume.  For Repertory Philippines he has appeared in Moose Murders and Aladdin Jr; for Dulaang UP:  Basilia Ng Malolos; for Trumpets:  Fables and Parables, The Happy Prince and Honk! He has also played the lead role in the film All Things New, and has appeared in commercials for Greenwhich and Pop-Cola.   Red is also an accomplished dancer, having been a member of the Kaloob Music and Dance Ministry – touring the country for live performances.  Into the Woods is Red’s New Voice Company debut.
CRISEL CONSUNJI (Little Red Riding Hood)

Crisel was last seen in the Rep production of The Sound of Music as Liesl, where her performance was given a special mention by the critics. She made her New Voice Company theatre debut in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Aspects of Love. Crisel has grown up in theatre, starting as a child performer.  Her theatre credits include, for Repertory Philippines, lead roles in: Emperor’s New Clothes, Pinocchio, Fame, Beauty and the Beast, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, Cinderella, Jack and the Beanstalk, Sleeping Beauty, The Boyfriend, Annie, The Wizard of Oz, Alice in Wonderland; for Trumpets: The Lion The Witch and the Wardrobe (as Susan); and for Philippine Opera Company: Hansel and Gretel and The Opera. When not acting, 22- year old Crisel is busy taking completing her MA in Political Science at the Ateneo De Manila University.  

JUNO HENARES (Wicked Stepmother)


Juno is the one of the country’s most accomplished actresses.  Her theatre career is full of unforgettable leading roles.  She recently received critical acclaim in New Voice Company’s The Good Body, by Eve Ensler. Other theatre credits include: Moose Murders, Two and Two Make Sex, The Emperor’s New Clothes, A Chorus Line, Best of Broadway, The Rose Tatoo, Annie, Romantic Comedy, Private Lives, West Side Story, Bell Book and Candle, Amadeus, Present Laughter, Children of a Lesser God, Hay Fever and Crimes of the Heart (all for Repertory Philippines).  For Manila Metropolitan Theatre Opera: Bienvenido Lumbera’s Obra Maestra; forTeatro Pilipino: The Barber of Seville and Hamlet; for the CCP: Carousel; and for Ma-Yi and Associates: They’re Playing Our Song (for which she received an Aliw Award nomination).  Juno also has numerous TV and film credits.
MENCHU LAUCHENGCO-YULO (Baker’s Wife)


Menchu is one of the country’s leading musical theatre stars.  She recently starred as Maria in Rep’s The Sound of Music, where she received critical acclaim.  Her other theatre credits include lead roles in Man of La Mancha, The Secret Garden, Kiss of the Spiderwoman, Oliver, The Baker’s Wife, Company, Passion, Evita, Camelot, Les Miserables, Into the Woods (playing the Witch), Scrooge, The King and I, A Chorus Line, Fiddler on the Roof, Sweeney Todd, West Side Story, Once A Catholic, Present Laughter, The Little Foxes, Amadeus, Arsenic and Old Lace, The Rose Tatoo,  among many others (for Rep).  For AAI (of which she is a founding member): Once On This Island, The Last Five Years and Love Letters. For Trumpets: The Lion The Witch and The Wardrobe (Aliw Award nomination). For Atlantis: Proof (Aliw Award nomination), Dreamgirls and Baby.  Menchu also played the role of Ellen in the 2000 Manila production of Miss Saigon, also to critical acclaim. She has also done numerous concerts, TV shows and live performances.  Aside from starring in theatre productions, Menchu also gives workshops for acting and musical theatre.  Into the Woods marks her New Voice Company theatre debut.

MISSY MARAMARA (Narrator)


Missy made her NVC debut in the Filipino version of The Vagina Monologues, first covering all the parts, and then playing all the roles for the national touring production.  She has also guested in every VDay/ NVC production of the show since 2002.  For New Voice Company, she has also starred in Stop Kiss. Missy has since gone on to become a well respected and much admired stage actress, and has garnered critical acclaim for many of her theatre roles.  Her theatre acting credits include: High School Musical (Blue Repertory); He-Me-She-It (Virgin Labfest); Shock Value, Lysistrata, El Publico (Fulaang UP), Ang Aksidenteng Kamatayan Ng Anarkista, Bayanbayanan, Don Juan, Ang Pagpapaamo Sa Maldita/ Taming of the Shrew, La Vida es Sueno, Twelfth Night, Merchant of Venice (Tanghalang Ateneo);  and Ligawang Ligaw (Tanghalang Pilipino), among many others. Missy is a resident member of Silly People’s Improvisation Theatre (SPIT).  Her screen credits include: Ala Pobre Ala Swerte, Maria Flor de Luna, Maging Akin Ka Muli and Kay Tagal Kang Hinintay. Missy is also a rising theatre director, having directed many productions for Dulaang Laboratory, Ateneo Library for Women’s Writing, Ateneo De Manila University, Miriam College High School, and Ateneo De Manila.  She is presently completing her MA in English Literature and Cultural Studies at the Ateneo University.

MIKA MARGOLLES (Lucinda – Wicked Stepsister)


Nineteen year old Mika is a New Voice Company resident actress.  She recently played the lead role of the older Jenny in NVC’s production of Aspects of Love.  She was also recently in Rep’s production of The Sound of Music.  She has taken extensive acting workshops with NVC.  Her TV credits include: The First Summer and Endless, A Silent Whisper (both for Urban Dub Music Video).  She is also featured in the indie film The Caregiver.  Mika is a 3rd year Ateneo University student.

AMIEL MENDOZA (Cinderella’s Father/ Male Cover)

Amiel has several NVC theatre credits under his belt.  He first appeared in NVC’s production of Cabaret and then in Aspects of Love Manila and Singapore.  Other professional appearance include: Pinocchio, M Butterfly, Beauty and the Beast, Scrooge the Musical (all for Repertory Philippines).  He has also done numerous corporate events and live performances, as well as guesting in several videos.  In between his day job as a graphic designer, Amiel also hosts professionally.

JOHN MULHALL (Rapunzel’s Prince)


John’s theatre credits include: Cabaret and Falsettos (for New Voice Company); The Little Mermaid, The Lion The Witch and the Wardrobe and Honk! (for Trumpets); Footloose (Stages); Cinderella, The Secret Garden, Miong and Snow White (Repertory Philippines); Spoliarium (Philippine Opera Guild).  John is also a sought after vocal coach and musical supervisor.  For NVC he has done musical supervision for Monique Wilson: 25th Years  in Theatre concert and Monique Sings Gerswhin concert.  He also a resident acting teacher for the International School, and directs the school productions.

MADS NICOLAS (Jack’s Mother)


Mads is one of the country’s foremost theatre actresses, performing lead roles with some of the finest Philippine theatre companies.  Her most recent theatre role was that of Hecuba in Troyanes for Tanghalang Pilipino, for which she received critical acclaim.  For NVC, she is a veteran performer of Usaping Puki (The Vagina Monologues), as well as for the company’s fundraising VDay productions of the show.  Her film credits include acclaimed performances in Ang Huling Araw Ng Linggo, Sa North Diversion Road, Sandaling Bahay, Malikmata, 9 Mornings, Masikip Mainit…Paraisong Parisukat, Narinig Mo Na Ba Ang Latest, Luksong Tinik, Opranobis, Kay Dali Ng Kahapon Ang Bagal Ng Umaga.  Her TV credits include: Buttercup and Going Back.
ANGELA PADILLA (Rapunzel)


Angela has been a New Voice Company resident actress since 1996. Professional acting credits with NVC include: Aspects of Love (where she played the lead role of Giulietta Trapani), I Want To Make Magic, Save The Human and Wind In the Willows.  She has also done numerous corporate shows and live performances with the company, such as Monique Wilson’s 2005 concert and Monique: 25 Years in Theatre concert. As a student at Emerson College in the US, Angela performed The Vagina Monologues for their 2001 VDay campaign.

MICA PINEDA (Granny/ Female Cover)

Mica is a 3rd year Theatre Arts student at the University of the Philippines. Her professional theatre credits include: Lysistrata, Shock Value and Hamlet (for Dulaang UP); and The Little Mermaid (for Trumpets).  She is also a model and host and appears regularly on Breakfast Studio 23 and Maging Sino Ka Man. Into the Woods is Mica’s first production with NVC.
MAITA PONCE (Florinda – Wicked Stepsister)


22-old Maita is making her NVC stage debut in Into the Woods. Her other professional theatre credits include: The Little Mermaid and Joseph the Dreamer (for Trumpets).  She has played lead roles in the music videos of True Faith, 6Cyclemind and for Sponge Cola.  Maita has also hosted the ASEAN Children’s Television series, and done several commercials.

LYNN SHERMAN (Witch)


Lynn is a powerhouse performer, best known for her unforgettable theatre performances and concert appearances.  For NVC she has starred in lead roles in Aspects of Love (as Giulietta Trapani), Cabaret (as Fraulein Kost), Falsettos (as Trina), Rent (as Joanne) and in The Vagina Monologues (Manila, Hong Kong, Singapore, Tokyo, Philippine National Tour, Philippine Congress and Philippine Senate performances, and for special events). For NVC she has also appeared in every Vagina Monologues VDay fundraising performance from 2001 to 2004.  Other theatre credits for other companies include: Little Mermaid (Crustacea), The Lion The Witch and the Wardrobe (Queen Jadis) – both for Trumpets.  For SK Productions she played the lead in Lives. Aside from being one of the country’s leading ladies of musical theatre, Lynn is also one of the country’s most popular singers.  She has done over a hundred concerts around the Philippines, US and Canada as the lead singer of the Ugoy Ugoy Band.  Her recording credits include: Step Into the Rhythm (with Ugoy Ugoy), Friends (N/A Records), and Lynn Sherman (Dyna Music Philippines).  Lynn currently has her own television show entitled The Lynn Sherman Show on RJTV.

GERALDINE TAN  (Female Cover)


Geraldine has been doing theatre, TV and film for many years now.  Her theatre credits with New Voice Company include: Lysistrata (narrator and 2nd woman) – a Synchronized Worldwide Reading as a protest against the war in the Middle East.  Theatre credits for other companies include: Impromptu (for Koine), Hibik at Himagsik nina Victoria Lactaw (Dulaang UP), Merchant of Venice (UP Commission on Culture and the Arts), and Play It Again Sam, Stop the World I Want To Get Off, Grease (for Repertory Phils).  She has also appeared in several films and TV dramas, as well as industrial videos and modeling stints. Geraldine was also a guest soprano soloist of the Figaro European Festival, The Pilgrim (for the Asian Institute of Liturgy and Music), and Goose Girl (for the UP College of Music).  Geraldine was a voice major at the UP College of Music, under Prof. Fides Cuyugan Asensio, and also took acting workshops under NVC. 
CHINA TAPIA (Cover)


Eighteen year old China is a resident NVC actress.  Her NVC theatre credits include: VDay 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2004 (where she did various pieces from The Vagina Monologues), Revolutionary Hearts, and playing the lead in Waiting for Godot – in Filipino (for NVC Actors Studio Productions – NVC’s professional youth arm).  China has also guested in the following NVC concerts:  Monique Sings Gershwin  and Monique: 25 Years In Theatre.  She has also done numerous corporate shows and live performances with NVC, and was part of the NVC Residents Actors group who took part in an extensive London theatre training program in 2002.
JOAQUI VALDEZ (Jack)


Joaqui is fast becoming a teen heartthrob. He first impressed theatre goers with lead performances in The Lion The Witch and the Wardrobe, The Young King and Joseph the Dreamer (for Trumpets).  For Repertory Philippines he has appeared in the lead role of Pinocchio.  More recently he appeared in Dulaang UP’s St. Louis Loves Dem Filipinos. Joaqui is also a TV host, regularly appearing on Breakfast 23 and One Cubed (CBN Asia).  He has also appeared in various TV musical specials and commercials.  Joaqui is also a popular singer, having been part of the 17:28 vocal group.  He has recently embarked on a solo singing career and has just launched his debut solo album – Joaqui: The Jazzanova Project. He recently guested in the concerts of Sitti, Side A and The Company. Joaqui is also a talented composer, and is a college student at UP Diliman.

MICHAEL WILLIAMS (Baker)


Michael is one of the country’s foremost theatre actors.  His last appearance with the New Voice Company was in the musical Cabaret where he played the lead role of Clifford Bradshaw. Other NVC acting credits include lead roles in Stones In His Pockets and Angels in America parts 1 & 2.  He was recently seen as Captain Von Trapp in Repertory Philippines’ The Sound of Music. Other theatre credits include lead roles in: Man of La Mancha, Les Miserables, Kiss of the Spiderwoman, The Fantasticks, Little Shop of Horrors, The Secret Garden, Evita, Carousel, Lend Me A Tenor, Visiting Mr. Green, A Bedfull of Foreigners, Dinner With Friends, A Christmas Carol, among many others (all for Rep). For Actors Actors Inc. (for which he is also a founding member) he has appeared as the lead in Once On This Island, They’re Playing Our Song, Art, among others.  Michael was also part of the original cast of the West End production of Miss Saigon, and toured the UK as the lead role of Lun-tha in The King and I. Aside from being an actor for both musicals and straight plays, Michael is also a veteran stage director.  His direction and co-direction credits for Rep include: Moose Murders, I Love You You’re Perfect Now Change, Proposals, Jack and the Beanstalk, Cinderella, The Owl and the Pussycat, Visiting Mr. Green and God’s Favorite.  Michael is also a sought after director/ talent/ organizer of special corporate events around the country and around Asia.

JAMIE WILSON (Cinderella’s Prince/ Wolf)


Jamie is one of the country’s acclaimed actors, garnering critical acclaim for nearly every theatre production he has starred in.  Jamie was last seen as the Emcee in NVC’s Cabaret where he not only received rave reviews, but was also nominated for an Aliw Award for Best Actor in a Musical.  Other NVC acting credits include lead roles in: Frozen, Sacrilege, The Blue Room, Stop Kiss, Angels In America Parts 1 and 1 (Millenium Approaching and Perestroika), Rent, VDay 2003: A Benefit Performance of The Vagina Monologues (performing the first male monologue, which he co-wrote) and Stones In His Pockets. Other recent theatre credits include: Hurly Burly, Les Parent Terribles, Speed the Plow, Our Country’s Good and Francis (all for AAI); Midsummer Night’s Dream, Broadway Bound, Biloxi Blues, Brighton Beach Memoirs, Camelot and South Pacific (all for Repertory Philippines). His TV credits include: MTV (as a VJ), host of Cybernation, among many others.  He recently starred in the cinemalaya film Big Time where his critically acclaimed performance gained him a Famas Best Actor nomination.  Jamie is also a popular host, VJ, rocker and poet.  Aside from being a sought after actor and host, Jamie is also a technical director.  His technical directing credits for NVC include: The Vagina Monologues (Hong Kong and Manila and around the Philippines), Aspects of Love (Singapore and Manila), Monique: 25 Years In Theatre, Monique Sings Gershwin, I Am A Woman, among many others. His concert credits include production management for major concerts in the Philippines (partial list: Pulp- Summer Slam, Fete De La Musique, Dionne Warwick, Kenny Loggins, Brian McKnight, Kevyn Lettau, Julia Fordham, among many others. 
